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accessible to those, whether in uniform or out, who have never 
set foot in the Afghanistan theatre.

As an infantryman, I found myself fascinated by the 
medical practices that Wiss described. The innovative use of 
technology, in this case, a portable ultrasound machine, was 
amazing, and one could not help but be impressed with the 
fact that tools completely unavailable to a unit medical sta-
tion five years ago are now on the verge of becoming routine 
issue. Moving away from the tangible, I also found myself 
pausing as I read the reflections and thoughts, the internal 
debates, and the ethical issues that Doc Wiss pondered and 
faced throughout his tour. These are not revelations that 
patients are exposed to very often, and they make the author 
all the more accessible and credible.

The potential readership for this book is extremely broad, 
as it will appeal to both military and medical professionals, as 
well as laymen. Anyone who wants to get a fairly unfiltered 
perspective on the war, why young Canadians are in 
Afghanistan, what they are doing, and what it means to leave 
your family behind while you strap on a flak jacket and hel-
met, will be amply rewarded by reading this book. It is com-
plemented by a glossary defining both the slang and the lexi-

con of the Canadian military, as well an appropriate range of 
photographs and maps. And it is written in a style and manner 
such that the subject matter should be easily understandable 
to almost anyone.

It is rare to find a book at which some criticism or nega-
tive comment cannot be directed, but this might well be it. 
Some might argue that context is lacking, or that it misses 
‘the big picture,’ but that is not the author’s purpose or focus 
here. This is a memoir of one man’s experiences in combat, 
and I believe it is one of the better memoirs to come out of 
the Canadian experience in Afghanistan. Its greatest strengths 
rest in its rather unique perspective, and in the strength of 
character of its author. This is further demonstrated when one 
realizes that there are no profits being accrued by the writer, 
and that instead, all royalties are being generously donated to 
the Military Families Fund. This is a book that should be 
widely read and appreciated.
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F
or several years, US and Canadian intelligence 
agencies have reported aggressive Chinese intel-
ligence activities taking place on the North 
American continent. According to these reports, 
China has focused heavily upon acquiring 

Western technology as part of its larger focus on economic 
development. If it is no longer surprising to hear about these 
efforts, we should remember that it was not always so. If 
China is fast becoming the new strategic adversary, the Soviet 
Union held that position for nearly fifty years.

When the story of Larry Chin was first reported in the 
press in the early-1980s, it shed light on a Chinese ‘import’ 
with which the public was not familiar: Chinese espionage in 
the West. It was only a decade earlier that the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC) had been recognized by Canada 

(1970) and the United States as the legitimate government of 
China. In large part because of its conscious policy of turning 
inward, China was largely an unknown entity to the rest of 
the world. In fact, much knowledge about China was based 
upon sketchy reports from refugees.

Tod Hoffman has made an important contribution to a 
subject that remains shrouded in secrecy and rumours. If 
China has made significant progress in ‘opening a window’ 
on its military, the domain of intelligence remains largely 
closed. Mr. Hoffman is providing us with a limited but very 
much needed account of Chinese intelligence practices.

Earlier accounts of Chinese intelligence activities took 
the form of ‘spy stories.’ French journalists Roger Faligot and 
Rémi Kauffer provided such a narrative in their biography of 
Chinese spy chief Kang Sheng. Another biography of Kang 
Sheng appeared shortly thereafter, purportedly based upon 
privileged access to Chinese government documents, thus 
lending this account greater credibility. However, these books 
failed to extract a textbook version of Chinese intelligence 
practices. Those interested had to wait until 1994, when 
Nicholas Eftimiades, a former CIA analyst, published what 
remains the only manual providing a description of China’s 
intelligence structure, including a description of its various 
agencies and their functions.
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Most recently, various US agencies have begun paying 
closer attention to Chinese intelligence operations in the 
United States. The US-China Economic and Security Review 
Commission, an agency established to explore all aspects of 
US-China relations, has revealed, in a 
recent annual report, extensive Chinese 
interest in American technology. 
Chinese intelligence has apparently 
been at the forefront of this effort. 
Reports of theft of US military technol-
ogy have generally been fewer, and far 
between. During the Clinton 
Administration, there was the infamous 
case involving a native Taiwanese, sci-
entist Wen Ho Lee, who had been sus-
pected of providing nuclear technology 
secrets with respect to US missiles to 
the PRC. Lee, a US citizen, worked at 
the Los Alamos Laboratory. There is no 
doubt that the Chinese would be inter-
ested in acquiring American military 
technology. China’s People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) is in the midst of a major 
transformation designed to bring it into 
the 21st Century. 

Larry Chin’s story belongs to 
another era – that of the Cold War. 
Born in China in 1922, and educated 
in elite schools, Chin was not a natural supporter of the 
Chinese Communists. His interest appears to have had more 
nationalistic inclinations. He was drawn to assist the PRC as 
early as the Korean War (1950-1953), when he worked for 
the State Department and subsequently for the Foreign 
Broadcast Information Service (FBIS), an agency closely 
linked to the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), and 
involved in the translation of foreign press reports, which 
included radio broadcasts. 

During his years of duplicity, Chin would have reported 
to his Chinese Communist masters on Chinese POWs during 
the Korean War who were interviewed by US military intelli-
gence. At the FBIS, he was assigned to translate Chinese radio 
broadcasts, which, in turn, allowed the Chinese to determine 
areas of interest to US intelligence.  

Tod Hoffman, a former intelligence officer of the 
Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS), has written a 
compelling account of the Larry Chin spy case. Relying upon 
all the information currently available, including court 
records, media reports, and interviews of the principal par-
ticipants, Hoffman can probably claim to have produced the 
definitive account of the Larry Chin case. While there remain 
some areas of mystery, those that do remain are unlikely to 
ever be resolved.

Writing a book on a topic such as this is always a chal-
lenge. Much secrecy surrounds the activities of the uncov-
ered agent, and both sides are inclined to reveal as little as 
possible. In an Author’s Note at the end of the book, 

Hoffman admits that parts of the story are “imagined.” For 
instance, what went through Chin’s mind as he was inter-
viewed by the FBI could only be surmised. Hoffman based 
such descriptions on his years of experience in intelligence, 

and his interpretation was deemed 
plausible by other experts in the field 
who reviewed his manuscript. That 
said, this reviewer had no reservations 
with respect to generally accepting the 
author’s version of events.

That said, one area that appeared 
to be relatively less convincing con-
cerns the motivations of Larry Chin, 
and to what extent his espionage bene-
fited the PRC. One major contention of 
Larry Chin was that his actions con-
tributed to the rapprochement between 
China and the United States during the 
early-1970s. Hoffman claims that Zhou 
Enlai, the Chinese Premier, was 
involved in making Chin an active 
source for China. Unfortunately, he 
does not provide any evidence to sup-
port that claim. While Chin claimed at 
his trial that Zhou was receiving his 
reports, such a statement cannot be 
accepted at face value from someone 
who was, essentially, trying to ‘save 

his skin.’ Hoffman quotes Margaret MacMillan, who men-
tions in her book Nixon in China: the Week That Changed 
the World, that the Chinese had an agent in the CIA. 
However, MacMillan does not elaborate upon that state-
ment, nor does she identify her source.

It is well-known that Nixon kept very few people ‘in 
the loop’ of his plans to open up to China. Was Chin 
involved in translating letters from English to Chinese 
drafted by Nixon and intended for Mao, as is suggested by 
Hoffman? We can only speculate. As far as is known, no one 
has ever been able to show that Chin was, indeed, involved 
in the Nixon Administration’s overture to China. This also 
raises another major concern about the Chin case. The FBI 
investigation failed to identify one single document pur-
ported to have been leaked by Chin to the Chinese. They had 
to rely upon Chin’s own admission that he provided his mas-
ters documents similar to the ones he was being showed by 
the FBI. One should also remember that the information 
received and translated by the FBIS was in the public 
domain. Their value resided in the fact that the Chinese 
could confirm what areas were of particular interest to the 
US government.

That being said, Hoffman’s account remains a commend-
able effort to understand the psychological warfare that can 
occur between agents of two major powers. 
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