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T
here is no real surprise with this book – the title 
says it all. It is a personal war story. It is the 
account of Jake Olafsen, a 
Canadian reservist from 
Vancouver Island who joined 

the British Royal Marine Commandos. 
After more than four years of service, he 
returned to Canada and wrote an account 
of his adventures that take the reader 
through his basic training and two opera-
tional tours in Afghanistan.  

A good portion of the book, approxi-
mately 40 percent of it, deals with his 30 
weeks of basic training. The account is 
interesting, albeit there is nothing radi-
cally new for those familiar with the pro-
cess of military basic training.  
Nonetheless, the book does provide some 
insight into the Royal Marine program, 
and, more than anything, it reinforces the 
general belief that British treatment of 
their recruits still leaves something to be desired. 

Olafsen then metaphorically jumps to his first tour of 
duty in Afghanistan, and provides what amounts to a number 
of vignettes of some Royal Marine Commando operations. 
These are ‘war stories within a war story,’ and are largely 
without context.  Although interesting on one level, they are, 
in many ways, unfulfilling, as they are simply ‘snapshots’ 
that fail to provide an understanding of the larger mission, 
unit, or challenge with respect to  counter-insurgency opera-
tions. On a positive note, the text does capture the life of an 

infantryman in a war zone. As such, the author relates the mix 
of tedium, excitement, and terror that soldiers characteristi-
cally experience in a combat theatre.  Olafsen also highlights 
the vital importance of camaraderie and unit cohesion to 
military operations.

In summary, for the uninitiated, the book provides a good 
glimpse of basic training and a ‘grunt’s’ view of combat and 
service in an operational theatre. For those who are well read 
in military literature, there is nothing new here, and therefore, 
the book ‘falls a bit flat’ overall. The stories of the ‘hardships’ 
experienced during basic training resonate with anyone who 

has undergone basic military training, 
albeit the Royal Marine basic training is 
longer and harsher than most. The opera-
tional vignettes are interesting but also a 
bit disappointing. At the end of the book, 
the reader does not come away with a 
coherent understanding of the Royal 
Marines, their role, culture, or mission, 
and their effectiveness in Afghanistan.  In 
many ways, the book is a ‘literary reality 
show’ that captures the experience of one 
member without a clear context or under-
standing of the organization, or a clear 
coherence to the events in which the Royal 
Marines participated.  

Nonetheless, it is a window into mili-
tary life, and it provides an interesting 
insight into one soldier’s experience in the 
Royal Marine Commandos, a well-

respected military organization. 

Wearing the Green Beret is a very quick read. It is written 
with simple prose and it includes a healthy sprinkling of sol-
dierly jargon. Those interested in reading a good personal war 
story will enjoy the book. 
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R
esponsibility to Protect is an excellent aca-
demic book on the responsibility to protect 
(R2P) civilian populations from potential geno-
cides, ethnic cleansing, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. The book also delves into the 

debates that have arisen from the concept of R2P, and the 

author makes a convincing case for it. In this book, Alex 
Bellamy, Executive Director of the Asia-Pacific Centre for 
the Responsibility to Protect, clearly explains the theoretical 
challenges, political debates, and practical obstacles tied to 
the concept of R2P and its implementation. Beyond the ‘to-
and-fro’ of arguments for and against the concept, the book 
leaves us with the impression that the principle of R2P, 
although quite new, possesses enormous potential that needs 
to be exploited, and that we should be thinking about its 
‘operationalization’ in the future.

The book is divided into two main parts. In the first 
part, the author goes through each argument that calls R2P 
into question and shows that those arguments can be refuted, 


