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To accomplish its goal of shrinking the Gap, the US

requires two militaries: one to rapidly and decisively 
defeat any opponent, and one to stay behind over the 
long-term to provide stability and governance functions until
the indigenous government and population can accomplish
these tasks for themselves. The first force is the Leviathan
force: young, male and single. In police terms, it is 
the S.W.A.T. team able to respond quickly and lethally to 
emerging threats and security challenges. The second force 
is the System Administrator (Sys-Admin) force: older, 
gender-balanced, married with children. In police terms, it is
the cop on the beat that helps ensure rule sets are followed
and rule breakers are punished.

Although Barnett provides a compelling argument, 
there are some problem areas. Like many Canadians, this
reviewer remains amazed at an American exceptionalism 
that sees it willing to provide exports of security, health and
education to the Gap that it is unwilling to provide for its
own citizens, especially in its inner cities. To be fair, Barnett
is not discussing American domestic policy. But surely he
must see that this contradiction is what makes many
observers of the US leery of accepting offers of ‘help’ from
the Leviathan. Further, he assumes that only the US is able to
deal with the Gap, and that what it has to offer – politically,
culturally and economically – will be automatically 
accepted by citizens of the Gap. An additional problem 
area is exemplified by the ongoing political unrest in 
Northern Ireland, which Barnett discounts as being a 
statistical outsider or isolated difference and thus not 
taken into consideration. Discounting this conflict is 
convenient for Barnett, but his refusal to explain how this
very interconnected portion of the world with an indigenous
“Sys-Admin” force can continue to experience repeated 
terrorist acts weakens his argument. Finally, Barnett never

approaches the issue of education for the members of the
Sys-Admin force. As historian Niall Ferguson points out in
Colossus, in the age of the British Empire, education at
Oxford was often followed by service overseas in colonial
administration. In contrast, Yale University in 1998-99 
had but one undergraduate majoring in Near Eastern 
languages and civilization, compared to seventeen majoring
in film studies. Simply put, unless the US dramatically
increases training in Arabic and Islamic studies, it will be 
ill equipped to conduct the Sys-Admin role as anything 
other than conquerors.

Some military readers may find Barnett’s autobiographical
style, pop culture references to Star Trek and The Planet 
of the Apes, and his discussion of PowerPoint culture within
the Pentagon overdone at times. However, it serves his 
purpose of presenting a traditional security discussion in 
an unconventional way. In no way should it detract from
what Barnett has to say about the future of warfare. If the 
US does pursue transformation into a Leviathan and 
Sys-Admin force, the implications for the Canadian Forces
could be significant. Will the CF cease trying to keep up with
the expensive Leviathan force, and instead integrate with 
the Sys-Admin force? While it might appear attractive to
politicians looking for defence ‘on the cheap’ and to a public
enamoured of Canada’s supposed propensity to ‘peacekeep,’
it could well involve Canada and the CF in a 21st Century 
version of Kipling’s “savage wars of peace” within the Gap.
Whether you agree with Barnett’s ideas, The Pentagon’s 
New Map should be on every warrior’s ‘to read’ list. 

Major Rutherford, a planner at the Canadian Forces Joint Operations

Group, is a doctoral candidate in War Studies at the Royal Military

College of Canada.
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A
lthough memoirs of the Great War by 
Canadian soldiers are becoming increasingly
available to military historians, only a 
handful have gained enough popularity 
to enjoy constant reference in publications

dealing with the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF). 
More often than not, anecdotal evidence to support 
descriptions of CEF activity on the Western Front 
are drawn from a few classic works, such as 
Will Bird’s autobiography, Ghosts Have Warm Hands,
Reginald Roy’s edited work, The Journal of Private Fraser,

James Pedley’s autobiography, Only This: A War Retrospect,
1917-1918, and, The Great War As I Saw It, by Cannon
Frederick G. Scott. Further, Desmond Morton’s article, “A
Canadian Soldier in the Great War: The Experiences of 
Frank Maheux,” attracts considerable attention for its avid
description of a soldier’s wartime life through the 
eyes of a francophone Canadian.

Less appreciated, however, are equally detailed 
works, such as A Canadian’s Road to Russia, the letters 
of Stuart Tompkins edited by Doris Pieroth, and the 
more recently published Letters of Agar Adamson, edited 
by Norm Christie. For whatever reason, these and several
others often go ignored by historians in favour of the 
few well-known memoirs mentioned above. Given the 
difficulties in attracting readership to what some 
may consider a small niche of Canadian military history, 
one may ask why invest the effort at all? Bruce Cane’s 
edited memoir, It Made You Think of Home: The 
Haunting Journal of Deward Barnes, Canadian
Expeditionary Force, 1916-1919, easily demonstrates the
reward in pursuing topics in this field, and reminds 
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us of the invaluable contribution that these first-hand 
records make to our overall understanding of Canada’s 
military experience on the Western Front.

Taking a non-traditional approach to this subject, Cane
introduces the reader to Deward Barnes (1888-1967), a
native of Toronto who volunteered for military service with
the CEF on 26 February 1916. Enlisted with the 
180th (Sportsmen) Battalion, he was later transferred 
to the 3rd Canadian Reserve Battalion and then the 
2nd Canadian Entrenching Battalion. Finally,
he was assigned as reinforcement to the 
19th (Central Ontario) Canadian Infantry
Battalion on 7 April 1917, just in time 
to observe his unit assault the heights at
Vimy Ridge.

Although Barnes missed participating
directly in that historic battle, it 
was not long before he underwent his 
own brutal baptism of fire. He survived 
the Battle of Fresnoy in May 1917, where
his unit was severely mauled, to take 
full part in the battles at Hill 70 
and Passchendaele later that year. 
In 1918, Barnes saw action during 
the German offensive in March-April, 
and was fully engaged in the Canadian 
battles during the last hundred days 
of the war. On 11 October, during the
German counter-attack at Iwuy just past Cambrai, 
Corporal Barnes was shot through the right thigh by machine
gun fire. Although not life threatening, his wounds were
serious enough for him to be evacuated back to 
England where he survived the end of the war. He 
spent a brief period at Kinmel Park awaiting 
repatriation, but embarked for home prior to the 
outbreak of the infamous riots that took place there 
in March 1919.

In addition to combat, Barnes has also provided 
a vivid description of his other experiences on the 
Western Front that truly make his memoirs a 
worthy read. Perhaps most notable was his participation 
in the firing squad that assembled to execute 
Private Harold Lodge, a thrice-convicted deserter 
from his own company. In addition to personally 
escorting Private Lodge back to jail (who was 
handcuffed to Barnes), he described why he was 
chosen for this difficult duty, his reaction to it, and, 
finally, his feelings afterwards. Surprisingly, although
Barnes showed distaste for the task and some degree 
of empathy towards the condemned man, he stopped 
short of being sympathetic towards Lodge. Barnes, 
who suffered through Passchendaele, may have 
felt little remorse for Lodge, who deserted his 
comrades and had missed the battle. Regardless, 
Barnes stoically did his duty on 13 March 1918, 

returned to his billet afterwards, wrote home 
and played cards. He made no mention of the 
matter thereafter.

Barnes’s rather subdued reaction to his role in 
the execution of Private Lodge is arguably the catalyst 
in the transformation of his character from recruit to 
veteran. During his early battles, Barnes described a 
sense of pure rush excitement that always overtook 
his fear, but after Passchendaele, his entries revealed 

a much more resigned and stoic soldier 
that had seen enough death and destruction
to become no longer sensitive to it. 
His diary reported with frankness 
those soldiers he saw wounded or killed, 
but where at first he mentioned each 
one by name, by mid-1918, he simply 
made entries such as: “Shell came 
over, blew one man’s leg off. I can’t think
whose it was.”

Barnes wrote his entries while at 
the front, but then transcribed all of 
his pocket diaries into a single volume 
in the winter of 1926. Never intending 
to have it published, he added some 
further detail and sketches and then 
left it on the family bookshelf as a 
personal memento for his son. The 
fact that it was completed so soon after 

the end of the Great War is one of its greatest 
attributes – the entries are virtually free of the 
political and historical baggage that accumulates 
in veterans’ memories as the events they experienced 
recede further into the past. In addition, Barnes 
was a remarkably unbiased soldier, and his balanced 
treatment of both his seniors and his subordinates 
in his writing marks a degree of maturity witnessed 
much less often in the diaries of other non-commissioned
soldiers.

Cane is to be commended for his unique presentation 
of Barnes’s diary. Rather than simply introduce a 
self-contained daily memoir with no explanation, he 
has included annotative text where appropriate to 
support the entries, making the entire reading a 
richer and more detailed experience, especially for 
those readers who may be unfamiliar with the period. 
More importantly, he has placed each entry into 
proper context and, where necessary, corrected Barnes 
when his journal cannot be corroborated by other 
primary source evidence, such as brigade and battalion 
war diaries, official histories and the diaries and letters 
of other soldiers in the same unit. In doing this, 
Cane not only validates Barnes’s recollection of 
events, but also reminds readers and students 
of Great War history that no record is infallible of 
small errors.
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Too often, soldiers’ diaries are taken at strict 

face value without any scrutiny or appreciation of 
time or events that may have influenced the writer.
Historians, at times desperate to validate their 
own assumptions, may overlook discrepancies found 
in journals to prove a point. Cane, although 
obviously impressed by his subject, clearly resisted the
temptation to fall in love with him and has, where 
appropriate, challenged Barnes’s recollection of events 
when dates, places, or persons could not be verified 
by other contemporary primary sources.

It Made You Think of Home is a valuable new 
addition to First World War Canadian biography. 
Map sketches from Barnes’s journal, as well as 
several photographs of him in France and Flanders, 
complement the work. The book would have benefited 

from a few operational maps of the places where 
Barnes fought, and the lack of an index is frustrating 
when searching for specific references to people 
and events. Still, the book includes a healthy 
bibliography, and the overall quality of the work 
is demonstrative of the increasing quality of 
Canadian military publications from Dundurn 
Press. Bruce Cane, author of, It Made You Think 
of Home, has produced a first-rate biography for 
both specialists and generalists to enjoy, and, hopefully, 
it will join or even replace some of the classics as 
a choice for characterizing the daily life of Canadian 
soldiers on the Western Front.

Doctor Godefroy is an instructor and course developer at the Royal

Military College of Canada. 
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R
ecent films and programs about the 
adventures of fictional characters Horatio
Hornblower and Jack Aubrey have rekindled
popular interest in the age of
sail and its heroes, whether

they are fictional or real. In these stories,
we see the British pitted against the fleets of
France and Spain in a series of protracted
wars from the 1660s to 1815. The Royal
Navy is at the centre of these works, leaving
us with a sketchy view of the French, 
which further compounds the average
Canadian’s understanding of one of our 
two founding imperial powers. Within our
French heritage are fascinating tales 
and stories of great figures, and one 
that Canadians should know better is 
Louis-Antoine de Bougainville.

Here was a remarkable man. Born 
in 1729, he became a sailor, soldier,
explorer, statesman and mathematician 
who spent much of his life in the 
service of France. During the Seven Years’ War, he served as
aide de camp to the Marquis de Montcalm, travelling as far
inland as Fort Frontenac and Oswego on Lake Ontario. 
He further distinguished himself during the War of the
American Revolution. In 1764, Bougainville was given
charge of a group of Acadians and the responsibility 

for settling them in a new French colony on 
the Îles Malouines, which were ceded to Spain in 1767. 
We know them better as the Falkland Islands. 
Bougainville also held several government and 
diplomatic posts, was an advisor on scientific 
questions and also helped found modern ethnography. 
He survived the French Revolution, becoming a 
friend and Senator to Napoleon. His brilliance as 
a mathematician and his exploits as a sailor 
transcended national boundaries, earning him 
membership in the Royal Society of London in 1756. 
King George III was overheard saying that while 

the explorer Captain James Cook was 
a fine sailor, Bougainville was an inspired
one. All this while he was an enemy 
of Britain! He died in Paris in 1811.

Victor Suthern’s historical interests 
lay mainly with seafaring and exploration. 
An experienced sailor and one-time 
Curator of Exhibitions at the Canadian 
War Museum and Director General of 
the same facility, he also served as 
a staff historian at the Fortress of
Louisbourg National Historic Park. In 
earlier days, he was a member of the 
Fort Henry Guard in Kingston, Ontario. 
He now holds positions as Canadian
representative to HM Bark Endeavour
Foundation in Australia, guest curator 
at the David M. Stewart Museum in
Montreal and historical advisor to 

the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. Aside from 
books on the War of 1812 and the life of the explorer 
James Cook, Suthern has penned a trilogy of novels 
“in the Hornblower tradition,” dealing with mid-eighteenth
century adventures of Paul Gallant, an Acadian-born 
officer of the French Navy.


