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Reviewed by Emily Spencer

T
he Valley’s Edge is a personal memoir by Daniel 
R. Green from when he served as the US 
Department of State political advisor to the Tarin 
Kowt Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) in 
Uruzgan Province, Afghanistan, 2005-2006, and 

as a naval reservist filling the position 
of liaison officer to the Interagency 
Provincial Affairs office at the US 
embassy in Kabul, 2009-2010.

The book is a very gripping and 
frank account of the American efforts to 
combat insurgency and to remove the 
Taliban from the remote and desolate 
province of Uruzgan in the south of 
Afghanistan. The writing is crisp, clear, 
and rich in description. Not surpris-
ingly, the narrative moves quickly.  

The Valley’s Edge highlights the 
efforts and challenges of the PRT con-
cept, an American experiment initiated 
in 2002 in Afghanistan. The reason for 
the PRT experiment was the American 
realization that after years of conflict in 
Afghanistan, there no longer existed 
functioning Afghan government struc-
tures, or a trained, competent Afghan 
public service. Organizationally, PRTs 
comprise a US Civil Military Affairs team, a military force 
protection element, police mentors, a development advisor, 
and a diplomat. These teams were designed to provide such 
advice and services as access to developmental expertise and 

money, technical knowledge, diplomatic skills, political skills 
and expertise, and the mentoring of government institutions 
and leaders, to name but a few. Notably, this initiative also 
heralded a dramatic change for the US diplomatic corps.  It 
required them to leave the relative safety of the embassy and 
the normal sphere of diplomacy to travel into the interior, with 
all the dangers and hazards that that entailed.  

The field deployment of political advisors was the lure 
for the author, who volunteered for the assignments. His 
account is exceptionally enlightening, starting with his hire 
into the public service as a political appointee as a reward for 
working on the 2000 George Bush presidential campaign. He 
covers his initial employment at the Pentagon where he was 

sent, pending his ‘permanent’ assign-
ment.  Of importance here is his 
description of the 11 September 2001 
terrorist attack on the Pentagon. 
Although this is brief, he does provide 
an interesting window on the tragedy 
and its impact.

Green then quickly turns to his 
Afghanistan tour. He is a talented 
writer, and his description of people, 
places, and events is revealing. Herein, 
he provides that rare balance between 
too little and too much detail, allowing 
his reader to feel satisfied with regard 
to content, but not to get bogged down 
by minutia.

The fact that the work is a personal 
memoir resonates throughout. 
Nonetheless, it provides a clear, detailed 
explanation of the personalities, impor-
tant locations, and key events that all 
illuminate the context and background 

to the US efforts and challenges in 2005-2006 in Uruzgan 
Province. It is a brilliant snapshot of the area in question dur-
ing the period under examination. Green nicely lays out the 
US government’s intentions and actions, the host nation (HN) 

only saved from complete catastrophe by the failure of the 
British 8th Army to effectively exploit the 1st Canadian Corps’ 
success – the result of poorly placed Army reserves.

The Hussar success at Montecchio was replicated two 
weeks later when they again supported the 11th Brigade in a 
vicious two-day struggle that broke the new German defences 
established along the Coriano Ridge, and opened the way for 
the 1st Corps’ drive to Rimini. This was a second, signal suc-
cess, and clear testimony to the tactical skill and courage of 
the Hussars.

The battle for Coriano Ridge marks the culmination of 
Dr. Windsor’s work, as he chose not to examine the role 
played by the Hussars in Italy in the last months of 1944 and 

the first weeks of 1945, nor the Regiment’s final operations in 
Northwest Europe. This is, in my opinion, a shortfall in this 
work – but not a serious one, as he clearly has succeeded in 
his intent to convey a Hussar’s view of tactical combat in Italy 
during the Second World War.

This work illuminates an area of tactical combat not well 
studied. As such, it will be a worthwhile addition to the library 
of any student of the Canadian soldier’s combat experience in 
the Second World War.   

Michael Cessford is a retired armour officer who holds a Ph.D. in his-
tory. Canadian Army operations in Italy during the Second World War 
were the subject of both his MA and Doctoral theses.
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realities, particularly the complex power relationships and 
rivalries, as well as the overall operating climate. He does a 
commendable job of shedding light on Afghan character, cus-
toms, and practices, especially with respect to political intrigue 
and corruption. Of great interest is his explanation of how 
provincial governments work and their funding mechanisms, 
given the absence of any central cash infusions. 

Although specific to a narrow spectrum of time and a 
focused geographical area, Green’s insight is informative and 
extremely interesting. The author clearly provides a vivid pic-
ture of the complexity of Afghan politics, tribal relations, 
culture, and the challenges of Westerners working within this 
reality, particularly in light of their superficial comprehension 
of Afghans, and their holding of many unrealistic expecta-
tions. Not surprisingly, however, as is normally the case with 
personal memoirs, his biases are clearly evident.

Following this first account, Green’s narrative jumps to 
his return to the country in 2009. The author reveals that 
although many improvements had been made since his depar-
ture three years prior, many of the same problems he had 
experienced remained.  While this deployment represents a 
short portion of the book, it is also extremely interesting. 

The book itself is a handsome production that exudes 
quality. The inside covers provide a map of Uruzgan Province 
and the country of Afghanistan, which make it easy for the 
reader to flip either to the front or the back to situate them-
selves geographically within the narrative. A total of 34 qual-
ity black-and-white photographs lend visual support to the 
text. Key players, locations, terrain, and general conditions 
leap from the photos to help place the story in perspective. A 
detailed index, a chronological timeline for Uruzgan Province, 
and a guide for abbreviations and acronyms further assist the 
reader in navigating through the story.

Overall, I strongly recommend The Valley’s Edge to any-
one who is interested in Afghanistan and counter-insurgency. 
It is an excellent account of the difficulties of operating in 
Afghanistan, with its complex cultural, tribal, and political 
make-up. Its insight and lessons, although focused mainly on 
Uruzgan in 2005 and 2006, spill over the geographic and time 
constraints and offer a wider understanding of the region, its 
people, and its challenges to Westerners.

Emily Spencer, PhD, is a Research Associate with the Canadian Special 
Operations Forces Battle Laboratory. She is also an Adjunct Assistant 
Professor at the Royal Military College of Canada.
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T
he subject of resilience has recently become a 
relatively hot topic. This is 
not surprising, considering 
the plethora of traumatic 
events that seem to inun-

date modern societies. From pandemics 
and horrific mass casualty terrorist 
attacks, to natural disasters such as 
Tsunamis, flooding, wild fires, and a 
record number of hurricanes and torna-
dos, the earth’s citizens are increasingly 
faced with overwhelming shock. As a 
result, the concept of resiliency and its 
applicability has spread from a military 
or emergency services worker focus to a 
broader encompassing application.

As such, Designing Resilience, 
which is based upon papers stemming 
from two international workshops on 
the subject, tackles the complexity of 
resilience, and attempts to fill the 
knowledge void in this field. 
Specifically, it examines the character-

istics, causes, consequences, and measurement of resilience. 
As the editors clearly state, the collection of essays “… pres-
ents us with a clear understanding of what resilience is – and 
what it is not.”  

The underlying definition of resiliency in the book is 
given as “… the measure of a system’s, or part of a system’s, 
capacity to absorb and recover from the occurrence of a haz-
ardous event.”  The book consists of 14 chapters that address 
various aspects of resiliency. Topics range from a discussion 

of the concept itself, to designing gov-
ernmental policy, lessons learned, and 
designing societal disaster resiliency 
strategies. 

The book is very well written, 
although the reader must be warned that 
many chapters are technical in nature 
and scientifically based. Nonetheless, all 
are logical, well-laid out, and easy to 
follow.  Many include graphs and charts 
that assist the reader with absorbing the 
concepts and arguments put forward.

Although the work specifically cov-
ers resiliency, this book is not for those 
looking for solutions to individual or 
small team resiliency. Rather, it is aimed 
more at the organizational level. In fact, 
it focuses upon dealing with large-scale 
societal responses to catastrophic events.  
Importantly, it provides some excellent 
case studies such as Hurricane Katrina 
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