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line advanced during the battle of Québec in 1759, Brigadier-
General James Murray, the commander of the brigade that 
included the Frasers, cried out: “… the Piper was missing, and 
he knowing well the value of one on such occasions, he sent in 
all directions for him, and he was heard to say about, ‘Where’s 
the highland Piper!’? and ‘Five pounds for a piper,’ but devil a 
bit did the piper come forward the sooner.” Thompson was an 
admirer of Major-General James Wolfe, and he lamented his 
death: “Oh! He was a noble fellow! And he was so kind and 
attentive to our men, that they would have gone thro’ fire and 
water [which they did] to serve him!”

The editors, both respected for their work on the history 
of the 78th Fraser Highlanders and Highlanders in the Seven 
Years’ War, were wise in annotating the anecdotes, and their 
notes define period military terminology, explain obscure cul-
tural references, offer biographical information, and speculate 
upon whom Thompson might have been referring to when he 

was silent on a name. An example is contained at Page 177, 
Note 146, where the editors assume Thompson was making 
reference to Brigadier-General Robert Monckton. In acknow-
ledgement of the challenges of working with transcribed oral 
accounts, the authors have also corrected several passages 
where Sergeant Thompson’s “memory is hazy,” (Page 124, 
Note 34) or where unintentional errors, such as ‘James Jr.’ 
inserting himself into one account, occurs. 

The publication of the oral tales of a sergeant from the 
Seven Years’ War, who was present at so many important 
events in Canadian history, is welcome. It is well illustrated, 
including a 14 plate colour album, and period and modern 
maps as only the wonderful book designer Robin Brass can 
provide.  A Bard of Wolfe’s Army is a perfect example of how 
a book of this type should be compiled, annotated, designed, 
and presented.  
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D
r. Windsor, a military historian of note and a 
former Hussar himself, is well qualified to pen 
this history of the service of the 8th (New 
Brunswick) Hussars in Italy during the Second 
World War. In addition to his impressive aca-

demic credentials and a growing and highly-regarded record 
of publications, he has, as well, seen 
contemporary conflict first hand, hav-
ing observed, in 2007, the operations 
of the Canadian Joint Task Force in 
Kandahar Province, Afghanistan.

It is important to begin by defin-
ing what this book is and is not. Steel 
Cavalry does not aspire to be an overly 
detailed or academic analysis of the 
combat operations of a Canadian 
armoured regiment in Italy in the 
Second World War. Rather, as one of 
the volumes of the New Brunswick 
Military Heritage Series, it seeks to 
provide the lay reader a sense, in just 
under 170 pages of text, of the experi-
ences of a provincial militia unit that 
was mobilized as a motorcycle regi-
ment in 1940, was converted to tanks a 
year later, and then, that same year, 
was sent overseas as a unit of the 5th 
Canadian Armoured Division. The 5th 

Division deployed into Italy, as part of the 1st Canadian Corps, 
late in 1943, saw its first combat along the static Ortona front, 
and then fought in two major offensives in 1944: Diadem (the 
breaking of the Hitler Line and attack into the Liri Valley) and 
Olive (the penetration of the Gothic Line, and the drive into 
the Romagna Plain).  

Dr. Windsor makes effective use of first-person accounts 
to provide vivid and compelling images of Hussars engaged in 
battle with a seasoned and well-prepared enemy. In these para-
graphs, one is repeatedly struck by the everyday courage and 
resolution of these Canadian troopers – truly warriors for the 
working day.

The essence of this book is its description of armoured 
combat in the close and difficult terrain of the Italian mainland. 

In general, tactical operations in Italy 
demanded especially careful coopera-
tion between all combat arms. Within 
the 5th Division, the 8th Hussars clearly 
excelled in providing the type of inti-
mate tank support that was so often 
essential in getting the infantryman 
successfully forward on to his objec-
tive. This was superbly demonstrated 
during the ‘break-in’ battle at the 
Gothic Line, when Hussar tanks closely 
supported the assault battalions of the 
11th Infantry Brigade at Montecchio. In 
what was virtually an attack off the line 
of march, the two leading infantry bat-
talions, each with a Hussar squadron, 
breached the well-placed and equipped 
German defences, opening the way for 
the rest of the 5th Division. A similar 
breakthrough in the area of the 1st 
Canadian Infantry Division put paid to 
any German hopes of holding the 
Gothic Line. Indeed, the Germans were 
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T
he Valley’s Edge is a personal memoir by Daniel 
R. Green from when he served as the US 
Department of State political advisor to the Tarin 
Kowt Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) in 
Uruzgan Province, Afghanistan, 2005-2006, and 

as a naval reservist filling the position 
of liaison officer to the Interagency 
Provincial Affairs office at the US 
embassy in Kabul, 2009-2010.

The book is a very gripping and 
frank account of the American efforts to 
combat insurgency and to remove the 
Taliban from the remote and desolate 
province of Uruzgan in the south of 
Afghanistan. The writing is crisp, clear, 
and rich in description. Not surpris-
ingly, the narrative moves quickly.  

The Valley’s Edge highlights the 
efforts and challenges of the PRT con-
cept, an American experiment initiated 
in 2002 in Afghanistan. The reason for 
the PRT experiment was the American 
realization that after years of conflict in 
Afghanistan, there no longer existed 
functioning Afghan government struc-
tures, or a trained, competent Afghan 
public service. Organizationally, PRTs 
comprise a US Civil Military Affairs team, a military force 
protection element, police mentors, a development advisor, 
and a diplomat. These teams were designed to provide such 
advice and services as access to developmental expertise and 

money, technical knowledge, diplomatic skills, political skills 
and expertise, and the mentoring of government institutions 
and leaders, to name but a few. Notably, this initiative also 
heralded a dramatic change for the US diplomatic corps.  It 
required them to leave the relative safety of the embassy and 
the normal sphere of diplomacy to travel into the interior, with 
all the dangers and hazards that that entailed.  

The field deployment of political advisors was the lure 
for the author, who volunteered for the assignments. His 
account is exceptionally enlightening, starting with his hire 
into the public service as a political appointee as a reward for 
working on the 2000 George Bush presidential campaign. He 
covers his initial employment at the Pentagon where he was 

sent, pending his ‘permanent’ assign-
ment.  Of importance here is his 
description of the 11 September 2001 
terrorist attack on the Pentagon. 
Although this is brief, he does provide 
an interesting window on the tragedy 
and its impact.

Green then quickly turns to his 
Afghanistan tour. He is a talented 
writer, and his description of people, 
places, and events is revealing. Herein, 
he provides that rare balance between 
too little and too much detail, allowing 
his reader to feel satisfied with regard 
to content, but not to get bogged down 
by minutia.

The fact that the work is a personal 
memoir resonates throughout. 
Nonetheless, it provides a clear, detailed 
explanation of the personalities, impor-
tant locations, and key events that all 
illuminate the context and background 

to the US efforts and challenges in 2005-2006 in Uruzgan 
Province. It is a brilliant snapshot of the area in question dur-
ing the period under examination. Green nicely lays out the 
US government’s intentions and actions, the host nation (HN) 

only saved from complete catastrophe by the failure of the 
British 8th Army to effectively exploit the 1st Canadian Corps’ 
success – the result of poorly placed Army reserves.

The Hussar success at Montecchio was replicated two 
weeks later when they again supported the 11th Brigade in a 
vicious two-day struggle that broke the new German defences 
established along the Coriano Ridge, and opened the way for 
the 1st Corps’ drive to Rimini. This was a second, signal suc-
cess, and clear testimony to the tactical skill and courage of 
the Hussars.

The battle for Coriano Ridge marks the culmination of 
Dr. Windsor’s work, as he chose not to examine the role 
played by the Hussars in Italy in the last months of 1944 and 

the first weeks of 1945, nor the Regiment’s final operations in 
Northwest Europe. This is, in my opinion, a shortfall in this 
work – but not a serious one, as he clearly has succeeded in 
his intent to convey a Hussar’s view of tactical combat in Italy 
during the Second World War.

This work illuminates an area of tactical combat not well 
studied. As such, it will be a worthwhile addition to the library 
of any student of the Canadian soldier’s combat experience in 
the Second World War.   

Michael Cessford is a retired armour officer who holds a Ph.D. in his-
tory. Canadian Army operations in Italy during the Second World War 
were the subject of both his MA and Doctoral theses.
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